STUDY SUMMARY

The Impact of Large-Scale Forced
Displacement on Rohingya Refugees
and Host Communities in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh

Despite the scale and persistence of forced displacement, little data and evidence
exists to inform long-term policy responses. The arrival of hundreds of thousands of
refugees in southern Bangladesh beginning in August 2017 poses a significant policy
qguestion: how to integrate refugees into the host economy while simultaneously
maintaining or improving the wellbeing of nationals. Researchers are working with [PA
to collect detailed social, economic, and health data from previously arrived refugees,
recently arrived refugees, and Bangladesh nationals in southern Bangladesh to explain
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the impact of the recent large refugee flow on the host economy.

Policy Issue

By the end of 2018, a record 70.8 million people were forcibly
displaced as a result of conflict, persecution, or violence. Developing
countries, and the least developed countries in particular, hold a
disproportionately large responsibility for hosting refugees, despite
having the least resources to respond to the needs of refugees and
the communities that host them. Some of the poorest countries in
the world host about 33 percent of the world's refugee population,
while only being home to little over 10 percent of the world’s general
population.*

Policymakers in host countries often perceive a conflict between the
needs of refugees and the wellbeing of country nationals. Refugees
are thought to compete with nationals for scarce opportunities and
resources such as schooling, jobs, housing, and public services.
Consequently, refugees face significant barriers to social and
economic integration in their host countries, are often forced to rely
on government or NGO aid to meet their basic needs, and struggle
financially. Though there are more refugees now than at any time
since World War Il, little data or evidence exists to inform long-term
policy responses to refugee crises and explain the impact of refugee
flows on host economies. The aim of this research is to better
understand the ways in which the challenges faced by Rohingya
refugees while they were living in Myanmar are likely to affect their
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